BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9th March 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman: 



Councillor T Brentnall

Vice Chairman:


Councillor Mrs L Bazeley   



Councillors:
Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan, Councillor B Grant, Councillor Mrs T Doolin Councillor D Thomas, Councillor S Lawrence and Councillor H Large.

The Clerk to the Council:
            Mrs D Humphris

Colchester Borough Councillor: 
Also present: Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman; Sports and Social Club Representative Howard Gilbert; Chairman of the Board of Governors of Boxted St. Peter’s CE (VC) Primary School Mr G Cowley and two members of the public.

	041/10
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RESOLVED: to accept apologies from Councillor G Pugh.

	042/10
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	043/10
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9th February 2011 

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the minutes of the meeting (previously circulated) as a true record for signature by the Chairman.

	044/10
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk presented her report as follows: 
Road Gritting – Essex County Councillor Anne Brown has confirmed that she is continuing to push for road gritting at Queens Head Road and will keep us informed of developments.

Bank Mandate – The Bank have confirmed that existing signatories are Angela McLauchlan, Liz Bazeley, and Gene Pugh with Paul Evans to be replaced by the new Clerk – any two of those four to sign. Brian Grant is not and has never been on the mandate according to their records.

Sports and Social Club – VAT reclaim and new build grant funding – We have received advice from the EALC which seems to indicate that we will be able to recover all VAT on the proposed new building. However, they have advised me to send full details of the project to NALC who will give a definitive response in writing for our records. Have also written to HM Customs and will follow for written responses before next meeting.

Additionally, the outline grant application is almost ready to be submitted and the Sports and Social Club are seeking support of £10k from the Parish Council. Members present indicated their agreement in principle to this request with funds to come from the Camping Close Charity which currently has £54k available. This matter will be placed on the April agenda for formal ratification of the decision.

Insurance – Council Insurance and related risk assessments are due for review on 30th April 2011. Currently compiling a new asset register and reviewing risk assessments for full review at April meeting.

Annual Independent Play Inspection – due April 2011 – being arranged by Clerk to include detailed information for asset register.

Allotments – Clerk attending training day on 10th March. Currently awaiting further responses from landowner at Noakes Farm.

Planning Enforcement Actions
64 Straight Road Boxted – CBC have confirmed that the owner has complied with the request to bring the number of cars at the property down and have asked for any increases to be reported to them for further enforcement action

29 Straight Road Boxted – CBC confirmed that they have asked owners to remove dog agility equipment and are making an appointment to gain entry to the mobile homes to check that they are not being used as residential accommodation.


	045/10
	BOXTED ST. PETER’S CE(VC)PRIMARY SCHOOL 
(a) CONSULTATION TO INCREASE PUPIL NUMBERS

        The Clerk and Councillor Doolin had met with Mr Cowley the Chair of the Board of Governors earlier in the week and gave members a written report of the meeting outlining the proposals which involve increasing the number of pupils from the existing 136 to 210, phased over a period of time between September 2012 and September 2015, and which includes an extension with three additional classrooms.

        The Chairman read out a letter from the Headmistress of the School detailing the plans and the school’s support for them.
        Mr Cowley gave members brief details of the current plans as highlighted above and confirmed that the school, staff and governors see this as an opportunity for the school to improve facilities for the future. It would mean that there would no longer have to be mixed year and mixed key stage classes and the increase in numbers would help with additional funding, and also that the library and ICT suites which have to be used as classrooms could be freed up for use as originally intended. Mr Cowley advised that the school was keen to retain its existing ethos and ‘small school’ feel and that the planned expansion to 210 pupils would be the maximum the school could take on site so no plans would be implemented to increase this in the future.
        Mr Cowley made it clear to members that he had not been at liberty to consult with the wider public earlier due to the strict confidentiality imposed on the school by Essex County Council.

       There was much debate about the pros and cons of the proposals. Most concerns centred around the potential increase in traffic that would be generated by an additional 70+ pupils, and particularly speeding traffic on Straight Road and the safety of children being delivered to or picked up from school and indeed the safety of those walking, as there were inadequate facilities for parking at the school. Whilst it was accepted that the introduction of a school bus for all children may alleviate this issues there are no clear plans for such a service and Councillor Bazeley advised that she had attended one of the Essex County Council consultation days relating to the proposals where she had been informed that no extra buses or transport arrangements would be put in place.

       Also there were concerns about the fact that Boxted children could not be guaranteed a place at the school. It was highlighted that some Boxted children opted to go to schools outside the village because the existing primary school was too big and Mr Cowley confirmed that two Boxted children who had applied for a place at the school had been turned down this year.

       Some concerns were raised from the public gallery about lighting, landscaping and the road layout but The Chairman advised that these were planning issues which would need to be looked at more carefully should the proposed increase in pupil numbers be agreed.

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman confirmed that he had met with the Head of the school to discuss the plans and that following that meeting he would be broadly supportive of plans for the increase in numbers subject to there being an enhanced travel plan to address the potential traffic problems.

       The Council RESOLVED: to respond to the Consultation as follows: This Council recognise that the Governing Body and the teaching staff at the school are committed to providing the best educational facilities and opportunities to children at the school and this Council are in favour of the educational benefits that can be achieved by the current proposals. However, there is an over riding issue about travel to the school and the increased traffic that would be generated on rural roads and unsuitable parking facilities around the school, which means that the Council are voting against the proposals. The Clerk and Chairman would liase for the actual wording to be submitted.
(b) UPDATE RE EXISTING LIGHTING
Councillor Doolin advised that she had contacted the school and that the problems with the lighting being left on had been caused because the new School caretaker did not know how to use the timers. She had been assured that this matter had now been attended to and all lighting would be switched off at 8pm daily.

(c) LANDSCAPING AT THE SCHOOL

It was noted that the landscaping requirements of the previous planning application have not been fulfilled and it was agreed to write to the PPP partners (Kier) to ask them to rectify this matter.

	046/10
	CAMPING CLOSE CAR PARK PROPOSALS

       We have now received two quotes for the work proposed to clear the land and increase the size of the Car Park. One was from Councillor Pugh and the other from P. Richardson.                  

        The Chairman declared a personal interest in the second quote detailed due to Mr Richardson being related to ‘daily help’ employed by him.

        The Chairman advised that he had met with the adjacent land owner who did not want to look at a row of cars and therefore a buffer zone of trees and bushes would be left to the rear of the Car Park in line with the back of the existing graveyard. The Clerk had met with Mr Pullen from the PCC on site and they had also requested this buffer zone.

         Having visited the site the Chairman advised that he felt it would be necessary for a fence to be put up along the boundary with the house there and asked the Clerk to confirm with the owners if they will be erecting a fence.
          New quotes will be obtained for the smaller area involved and this matter should be placed on the agenda for consideration next month.

	047/10
	PLANNING

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman confirmed that he was pursuing the matter about the caravans that have turned up at  Chappel Lane. There are concerns about the lack of sanitation, electricity and water at the site and at present it is not clear whether previous planning permission for the caravans was continuing permission but that he was liasing with Colchester Borough Council to resolve this matter.

	048/10
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None.

	049/10
	BOXTED AND LANGHAM DIRECTORY

RESOLVED: to approve a donation of £50 towards costs of 2011-2012 edition.

	050/10
	ANNUAL RETURN AND INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2010

Members noted receipt of these documents and confirmed action taken in respect of recommendations contained therein as follows;

Annual Return – Fidelity Insurance increased to £120,000.

Internal Audit Report 

Asset register currently being updated to reflect values in line with insurance schedule.

Year end procedures – To use either Receipts and Payments system or Income and Expenditure system rather than cross over between two. The Clerk confirmed Receipts and Payments system implemented.

	051/10
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

Members received a copy of the up to date Bank reconciliation showing balances as follows:

Current account                                £67371.31

Business Premium account               £   302.73

Close Brothers Investment Account £32003.68

With unreconciled cheques of £1085.26 this made total balances £98592.46.

The Clerk confirmed that new interest bearing accounts are being opened to separate the Charity funds from the Parish Council funds which would result in the Parish Council current account balance being £12912.31 with the remainder of £54459 belonging to Camping Close Charity, of which Boxted Parish Council are sole trustees.

Members noted budget and expenditure figures to date as presented by the Clerk which showed all expenditure within budget.

	052/10
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices detailed below, cheque numbers 000828 to 000834 totalling £1448.19 signed in accordance with the Bank Mandate by Councillors McLauchlan and the Clerk.

CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

000828

Mrs D Humphris

531.35

531.35

March salary

000829

Mrs D Humphris

166.66

166.66

Working from home allowance Nov 2010 – March 2011

000830

Mrs D Humphris

 44.00

 44.00

Annual payroll software renewal 1/3 share with Copford and Fordham

000831

Inland Revenue

572.18

572.18

Q4 PAYE

000832

EALC

 60.00

 60.00

Allotments Training for Clerk approved min no.033/10(b) Feb 11.

000833

Guildhall Services

 24.00

4.00

20.00

February play area safety checks

000834

Langham with Boxted PCC

 50.00

50.00

Langham with Boxted 2011 directory – approved min no.049/10
TOTAL

1448.19

4.00

1444.19



	053/10
	VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT RESIDUE FUNDS

It was agreed that remaining funds from the Village Design Statement project should be returned to the Parish Council accounts.

	054/10
	SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

Howard Gilbert advised that the Sports and Social Club are purchasing some mobile floodlights.

	055/10
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 13th April 2011 at 7pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.

CHAIRMAN:

DATE:
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