BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 9th February 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman: 



Councillor T Brentnall

Vice Chairman:


Councillor Mrs L Bazeley   



Councillors:
Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan, Councillor B Grant, Councillor G Pugh and Councillor D Thomas
The Clerk to the Council:
            Mrs D Humphris

Colchester Borough Councillor: 
Also present: Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman and Sports and Social Club Representative Howard Gilbert

	026/10
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RESOLVED: to accept apologies from Councillor S Lawrence

	027/10
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	028/10
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12th January 2011 

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the minutes of the meeting (previously circulated) as a true record for signature by the Chairman with the following amendment:
Minute No.024/10 Budget/Precept
Despite the Parish Support Grant being cut by 50% by Colchester Borough Council, the Precept has been kept at the same level as last year by use of Parish Council reserves meaning that the Parish element of local electors Council Tax bills will not increase this year.

	029/10
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk presented her report as follows:

 Road Gritting – Correspondence ongoing with Anne Brown, Nigel Chapman to try to resolve gritting issues at Queens Head Road. Salt Bag Pilot scheme no longer being offered at Essex County Council
Recreation Grounds

David Isted asked to do annual cut of hedges at Village Hall.

CBC attended to remove offensive graffiti from skate ramps.

Sports and Social Club

Ingleton Wood confirmed as project managers for new Sports Pavilion.

Plastic guttering can not now be installed by volunteers due to suspected asbestos on the building.

Howard Gilbert is in process of submitting outline grant application for the new Sports Pavilion and further investigations with regards to asbestos to be considered once the outcome of the application is known.

Bank Mandate 

New mandate obtained for signature to amend bank account address and delete Paul Evans from account. 

Financial Update

December bank statements sent to previous clerk’s address – waiting for re-direction to confirm bank balances.

	030/10
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Howard Gilbert provided an update with regards to the Sports and Social Club as follows:

The new guttering can not now be installed as it is suspected that asbestos is present on the building. With an outline grant application currently being prepared for Big Lottery Funding for the new building, he suggested that we should await the outcome of this application before deciding how to deal with this matter. He will be meeting with Ingletons, who have been appointed as project managers and now needs a definitive answer as to whether or not the Parish Council can reclaim VAT on the whole project as this will have a significant affect on the final costings.                                             Action: Clerk to verify matter re VAT

	031/10
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council considered the following Planning Applications submitted to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED to comment as follows:

101679/110132 Orchard Leigh, Langham Road – Proposed extension and alteration to Granny Annexe.

The Parish Council have not received the detailed plans. On examining the marginally down-sized plans on the internet, the Parish Council feel that nothing changes our previous comments. We concur with the grounds for refusal as detailed by Colchester Borough Council for the original application. The new separate entrance seems to support our views. The Colchester Borough Council Development Policy for Annexes applies.

102158/110145 Rose Cottage Workhouse Hill – 1 ½ storey extension to existing dwelling to form a ‘Granny Annexe’ and formation of detached cart lodge/garage.

Recommend Refusal. Whilst the applicant has made an attempt to overcome part of our original criticism we still feel the extended footprint would mean this is no longer a cottage.

110054 Crosslands, Cage Lane Boxted – To dismantle the current garage and move it 90 degrees away from the side of the house so that it would be in line with the hedge.

No Comment.

110140 Oaks Farm, Langham Road Boxted – Single storey rear extensions, rear roof extension and new detached cart lodge.

The property is double the size of the original footprint but the alterations applied for should improve some of the features.

However, we are concerned about the cart lodge being tight on the boundary and the consequential difficulties of maintenance between that and the adjoining property which is the boundary (a 900mm gap would be needed to do necessary maintenance).
Enforcement Action

RESOLVED: to submit the following matter to Colchester Borough Council for enforcement action:
29 Straight Road –A large extent of highly visible brightly coloured equipment for dog training is being used with the resulting loss of visual amenity and detraction from the rural landscape. One of the two mobile homes has a satellite dish and a car permanently parked by it which could indicate that it is being used as a dwelling.

1 Horkesley Road Boxted - A mobile home is sited next to this property without planning permission. It has resulted in a loss of visual amenity and detracts from the rural landscape.

	032/10
	INSURANCE

RESOLVED: to approve payment of £25 additional insurance premium to increase Fidelity Guarantee Cover to £120,000 as per auditors year end recommendations. Funds to come from the Administration, Insurance budget which currently has £920 available.

	033/10
	ALLOTMENTS

a) Land at Noakes Farm

The Clerk advised that she had now spoken to the owners of the land at Noakes Farm who had requested more details of how much land was needed and the likely rental income they would receive before making a final decision. With approximately twelve people having expressed an interest around 1acre of land would be needed and the expected income would be approximately £700 p.a.     Action: Clerk to advise landowner
b) Training Day

RESOLVED: to approve payment of £60 for the Clerk to attend the Essex Association of Local Councils Allotments Training Day. Funds to come from the Administration budget which currently has £2041 available.

After further discussions it was also agreed to place an article in the monthly newsletter asking if there were any landowners locally who could help or if there was anyone with a large garden who may be interested in loaning out part of it for an individual to use as an allotment.                                                                                                               Action: Clerk

	034/10
	KING GEORGE FIELD

RESOLVED: to approve expenditure of £500 for the Sports and Social Club to re-seed and spike the ground using a specialist contractor. £300 has already been given to the Sports and Social Club for guttering which can not now be installed so this is to be used for this project with the remaining £200 to come from the Sports and Social Club budget which has £1700 available,

	035/10
	PLAY EQUIPMENT

Members considered three quotes for painting the play equipment and RESOLVED: to approve the quote of £ 395 from a local contractor Barry Took. Councillor McLauchlan has the paint and asked for Mr Took to contact her before carrying out the work for full instructions. Funds to come from the Playground budget which currently has £500 available.                                                                      

                                                                     Action: Clerk contact contractor to arrange work

	036/10
	POOR’S LAND CAMPING CLOSE

Members considered a request from Langham with Boxted Parochial Church Council to clear further land to provide additional car parking capacity for the Church and agreed to obtain three quotes for the work for full consideration.                                        Action: Clerk

	037/10
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

Bank statements are still being sent to the retired clerk so the clerk was unable to provide up to date figures.

	038/10
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices detailed below, cheque numbers 000822 to 000827 totalling £684.74 signed in accordance with the Bank Mandate by Councillors McLauchlan and Pugh.
CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

000822

Mrs D Humphris

531.35

531.35

February salary

000823

Mrs D Humphris

   13.03

  13.03

BT telephone bill 1/3 share with Copford and Fordham

000824

McLauchlans

20

20

Re invoice paid 20/1/11 – incorrect addition underpaid £20

000825

Fields in Trust

 35

 35

Annual subscription

000826

Came and Company

 25

 25

Increased fidelity guarantee insurance fee

000827

Accent 

59.36

  8.25

   51.11

Stationery and stamps

TOTAL

684.74

8.25

675.49



	039/10
	BOXTED PRIMARY SCHOOL

Members discussed various issues and RESOLVED: to ask Councillor Doolin to speak to the Head at the school re the following matters:

a) Vegetation/Landscaping – This has not been planted in accordance with the originally approved planning application and needs to be rectified.

b) External lighting – This is not being controlled properly with lights being left on when they are not needed, despite having been provided with timer switches.

	040/10
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 9TH March 2011 at 7pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.

CHAIRMAN:

DATE:


PAGE  
9

