BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 13TH April 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman: 




Vice Chairman:


Councillor Mrs L Bazeley   



Councillors:
Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan, Councillor B Grant, Councillor Mrs T Doolin Councillor D Thomas, Councillor S Lawrence.
The Clerk to the Council:
            Mrs D Humphris

Colchester Borough Councillor: 
Also present: Danny Douglas from the Rural Community Council of Essex, Ros     from the Parish Transport Group and Essex County Councillor Anne Brown.
	056/10
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RESOLVED: to accept apologies from The Chairman Councillor T Brentnall and Councillor H Large.
In the absence of the Chairman it was RESOLVED that the Vice Chairman Councillor Mrs Bazeley should chair the meeting.

	057/10
	BOXTED TRANSPORT NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Danny Douglas from the Rural Community Council of Essex gave a presentation on the results of the recent Village Transport Questionnaire, which had been funded by RCCE who had been given funding to develop transport solutions in rural areas, with Boxted having been identified as a parish which may have difficulty in accessing essential services.
The sub group who assisted with the questionnaire consisted of local residents led by Ros ?

He advised that there had been a very good response rate of 27% and that issues that had also been highlighted locally had included problems with speeding vehicles, street lights and pavements. Further to this the survey had highlighted issues about how information about local public transport services were made available, recognising that older people do not always have access to the internet.

He advised that the RCCE had a limited £4000 grant to provide transport solutions locally and together with the local Transport Sub Group they had put together 4 possible solutions.

1. Ensuring that all three bus companies that serve the village accept each other’s bus tickets;

2. Production of a Boxted Travel Guide listing all the public transport solutions locally and delivered to each household.

3. A shred taxi at bus fare prices for people returning from Colchester in the evening.

4. A shared taxi for people going to Colchester and back on Sundays.

Further discussion ensued about access to the proposed Cuckoo Farm Park and Ride facility and there was talk of a shared ‘hopper’ bus service being facilitated but this would require a local co-ordinator and volunteer drivers and would probably work better with support from Langham Parish Council as well. The design of the scheme would need several days work and cost around £1000 and Danny Douglas advised that he would contact our County Councillor Anne Brown about the possibility of a start up grant and would liase with Langham Parish Clerk with scheme specifications to ascertain their support.
       It was agreed that the parish transport sub group should be allocated £1000 of the available £4000 to produce a leaflet as detailed in solution 2 above and that a further £500 may be needed to facilitate the ticketing scheme as detailed in solution 1.

       With some concerns having been raised about ensuring the Cuckoo Farm Park and Ride facility took account of local needs, Danny Douglas advised that he could forward some wording that could be included on our comments to the application for Essex County Council.

	058/10
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	059/10
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9th March 2011 

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the minutes of the meeting (previously circulated) as a true record for signature by the Chairman.

	060/10
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk presented her report as per attached Appendix A.
King George Field Play Area
Because of the finger trap hazard identified with the existing chain link fencing and associated gates to the old pre-school area it was agreed to obtain quotes for child friendly gates and fencing.

Goal Post Nets

Councillors noted the Health and Safety advice that the nets should not be left on the goal posts when matches were not being played and agreed that the ladies football team who currently use those posts for their matches should be asked to remove the nets at the end of each game.
Allotments
It was agreed to investigate whether the site of the old pre-school could be used as allotments.

	061/10
	BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Travellers Site
Essex County Councillor Anne Brown advised that she would be contacting Essex County Council to obtain more information about the Travellers site at Chapel Lane.
Proposal to increase pupil numbers at Boxted School

Councillor Brown advised that she was continuing to follow this matter up with the portfolio holder Stephen Castle as she was concerned about the lack of communication locally about the proposals and the fact that the Parish Council had not been consulted. Whilst she understood that the proposals were in response to a growth in pupil numbers she was also concerned about the fact that local children could not always obtain a place in their local schools and she was in fact currently involved in appeals at Langham school in this regard.

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman sent his apologies for absence.

	062/10
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None.

	063/10
	PLANNING

The Council considered the following planning applications and RESOLVED forward comments as detailed:
 a) Plans submitted to Colchester Borough Council.

110506 – Land adjacent to the west of new Northern roundabout to A12 Trunk Road Mile End Colchester. 

Variation to condition 3 of O/COL/01/1625 to allow application for approval of the reserved matters to be made to the Local Planning Authority before expiration of six years from the date of permission.                         

The Parish Council comments have already been submitted and no further comments considered necessary at this stage.
110568 – Old Roses Langham Road Boxted

Single storey rear extension

090231 – Horkesley Park Heritage and Conservation Centre

Additional information received. Councillor Mrs Bazeley advised members that this matter was due to go to Committee for a decision on 26th May and it was agreed that she would compile a response objecting to the application along the same lines as previously discussed by this Council.
b) Essex County Council

CC/COL/17/11   - Cuckoo Farm Mile End Colchester

Construction of up to 1000 space Park and Ride facility with associated terminus building, landscaping ,access road, lighting and associated infrastructure.

There was some debate about this application and it was agreed that there was regret about a greenfield site being proposed as suitable for this facility and that further to past discussions there was little support from Boxted for this facility at this particular site. However, it was further agreed that should the application be approved this should include S106 agreements to include proper facilities for the Hopper Bus discussed under minute no.   above. Concerns were also raised about the potential for more traffic through Boxted as a result of the Park and Ride and that a traffic survey should be completed when the new interchange for the Park and Ride was completed to ensure that promised restrictions on traffic through the village could be imposed if traffic had increased. It was agreed that a Vehicle Activated Sign on the Boxted side of Betty Potter’s dip should also be investigated.
It was RESOLVED to delegate the responsibility for the formal parish council response to Councillor Mrs Bazeley, who would liase with the Chairman for a suitable form of wording outlining the parish council’s concerns.

	064/10
	SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

a) Plumbing

RESOLVED to approve payments totalling £276, being expenses incurred for clearing a blockage in the urinals/washbasin stack.

b) Pitch Maintenance

RESOLVED: to approve a further payment of £200 towards pitch maintenance.

c) Proposed Sports and Social Club Extensions/Improvements
RESOLVED: to formally approve a contribution of £10,000 towards the improvements

for which National Lottery Grant Funding is being sought. The funds to come from Camping Close Charity Funds.

	065/10
	ANNUAL INSURANCE RENEWAL

The Clerk advised that she was in the process of putting together an up to date Asset Register to compare against the insurance schedule to ensure that adequate insurance cover is held but meanwhile the current insurance policy is due for renewal on 30th April. It was RESOLVED to renew as per existing schedule with amendments made later if needed once the Asset Register is available. It was further RESOLVED to take advantage of the three year binding agreement making the  total premium to be paid £2317.25.

	066/10
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

It was RESOLVED to approve payment of the following annual subscriptions for 2011/2012.

a) Essex Association of Local Councils £320.22

b) Campaign to Protect Rural England £29

	067/10
	RETIREMENT GRATUITY

It was RESOLVED to approve a retirement gratuity of £1229.47 for the retiring Clerk Paul Evans which had been calculated as the maximum amount payable under current Local Government regulations. Funds totalling £2400 had been set aside in the accounts for this purpose.

	068/10
	CLERK’S SALARY

It was RESOLVED to approve an increase to SCP 29 on the Local Government pay scale as per minute no. 009/10 which  indicated 6 monthly upward reviews for the new Clerk until April 2012. Members agreed that it should be noted in the minutes that they were very pleased with the hard work and efficiency demonstrated by the new Clerk.

	069/10
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Clerk advised that Lloyds Bank had lost the new mandate completed recently after having sent it back to us several times for amendments. With the elections in May, a brand new mandate would be requested for completion as Councillor Bazeley would not be standing and a new bank signatory would need to be appointed anyway. giving specific instructions to change the address and transfer Camping Close funds have been signed and sent to the Bank.
Members received a copy of the up to date Bank reconciliation showing balances as follows:

Current account                                £65640.13 (£54547.02 Camping Close Funds)
Business Premium account               £   302.75
Close Brothers Investment Account £32003.68

With unreconciled cheques of £632.18 this made total balances £97314.38.

Members noted budget and expenditure figures to date as presented by the Clerk which showed all expenditure within budget.

	070/10
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices detailed below, cheque numbers 000835 to 000848 totalling £5487.64  signed in accordance with the Bank Mandate by Councillors McLauchlan and Bazeley
CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

Other info

000835

Mrs D Humphris

563.03

563.03

March salary

000836

Mrs D Humphris

55.29

55.29

Mileage for allotments training course at Gt Dunmow

46 miles return at NALC rate 60.1 p per mile

000837
Guildhall Services

 96

16

80

February play area safety checks/strimming and weed control

000838

Accent Stationers

21.51

3.58

17.93

Stationery

000839

British Telecom

10.42

10.42

1/4  phone bill 1/3 share with Copford and Fordham

000840

Mr R Andrews

81.90

81.90

Tractor maintenance/grass cutting

000841

Colchester Borough Council

287.55

287.55

Non domestic rates re King George Field 2011/2012

000842

Boxted Sports and Social Club

200

200

Payment re ground maintenance

Min no. 064/10
000843

Mr H Gilbert

240

240

Re blocked urinals

Min No.064/10
000844

Boxted Sports and Social Club

36

36

Re blocked urinals 

Min no. 064/10
000845

Mr P Evans

1229.47

1229.47

Retirement gratuity

Min No. 067/10
000846

Came and Company

2317.25
2317.25
Annual Insurance Premium

Min No.065/10
000847

EALC

320.22

320.22

Annual Subscription

Min No.066/10
000848

CPRE

 29

 29

Annual Subscription

Min No. 066/10


	071/10
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 11th May 2011 at 7pm at Boxted Village Hall which will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm.

CHAIRMAN:

DATE:


Appendix ‘A’  Boxted Parish Council 13th April 2011
Clerk’s Report

May elections

The following people have been elected as councillors for Boxted:

Tim Brentnall

Ros Cryer

Tracey Doolin

Brian Grant

Angela McLauchlan

Anyone not listed above will cease to be a Boxted councillor on 9th May. If your name is not listed above please let me know if you want to continue after that date and I will ensure that there is an agenda item at the May meeting to co-opt you back on to the Council.

Boxted School

CBC have responded positively to the proposal to increase pupil number with a caveat added at the request of Nigel Chapman as follows;

‘The Council would ask ECC to put in place sustainable travel options for the additional children attending Boxted St Peter’s CE Primary School as a result of the proposed expansion at that school in order to avoid additional car journeys.’

King George Field Play Area

Finger trap hazard identified with gates leading in to the old pre school area – arranged for double gates to be locked shut and single gate to be locked open to remedy.

Weedkilling and general maintenance/tidy up being done around the play area.

Redundant electricity box close to new pre school locked shut until we can establish what it is for and if it can be removed.

Nets on goal posts need to be removed after each football game – to be established who is responsible for this.

Poor’s Land Camping Close

Spoken with Mr Smith owners of the former school and he has confirmed that they are planning to put a fence and hedge along the border of their land and the Car Park so we can now go ahead and get some new quotes for the work without including fencing.
£45k of £54k Charity funds on PC current account  in the process of being transferred to  fixed deposit as follows:

£10k to 6 months fixed deposit ( in case needed for new Sports and Social Club)

£35k to 12 months fixed deposit

£9k  remaining funds on instant access savings account to allow for funds to pay for car park extension (approx £6k) and small readily available contingency.

Asset Registers/Annual Insurance

Up to date asset register with up dated insurance valuations for buildings and play equipment/play surfaces being compiled for approval at May meeting.
Vehicle Activated Sign Straight Road

Liaising with ECC Highways about the possibility of VAS – awaiting confirmation of criteria/costs etc for PC agenda item as soon as full details available.

Allotments Course

Clerk attended this course at EALC which was a useful and informative course giving all the details of what we need to do to set up and manage a site once we have found some suitable land.

Still awaiting decision of landowner at Noakes Farm re use of land for allotments. Clerk has appointment to call him Thursday 14/4.

Planning
Applications dealt with under delegated powers: (to be included in reviewed standing orders May 2011) 

110322 Huckleberry House Church Street – Replacement garage and greenhouse with proposed utility room and artist’s studio                                NO COMMENT

110338 Cherry Tree Cottage Straight Road Boxted – Construction of new family room, single storey






NO COMMENT

110420 Barritts Farm Queens Head Road Listed Building Consent – application for removal of bedroom and bathroom partitions to create an enlarged living room.  

NO COMMENT

Decisions

110145 Rose Cottage Workhouse Hill – Permission granted

110054 Crosslands Cage Lane Boxted – Permission Refused

Enforcement Actions

Travellers site Chapel Lane – Update from Nigel Chapman – no planning permission for site and hearing in Magistrates court awaited.

29 Straight Road Boxted –  Dog agility equipment. No breach found and no action being taken by CBC

Ponderosa Cage Lane – Guided tour of site undertaken by CBC. No breaches found and no action considered necessary.

1 Horkesley Road Boxted – Mobile home. CBC enforcement officers agreed with landowners that caravan will be moved. For review in 6 months.
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