BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 7.00pm pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman:            

Councillor T Brentnall
Vice Chairman:

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan

Councillors:
Councillor Ms R Cryer, Councillor B Grant, Councillor H Large, Councillor Councillor G Pugh, Councillor Mrs T Doolin.

The Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs D Humphris

Also present: Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman, Chairman of the Sports and Social Club Howard

Gilbert and Anne Newman.                        
	022/11
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor S Lawrence and Councillor D Thomas.

	023/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	024/11
	THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11th MAY 2011      RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously circulated) as a true record for      
signature by the Chairman.

	025/11
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None

	026/11
	BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman advised that rubbish collection dates may be changing but that all residents would receive a postcard notifying them of any changes. Colchester Borough Council would also be looking at the next zones for street cleaning.

The Chairman asked whether Councillor Chapman had any further information on the proposed cinema and restaurant complex and he advised that he would be meeting with Colchester Borough Council officers to ascertain what is happening and would report back accordingly.

	027/11
	REVIEW OF ASSET REGISTERS

Members considered a new asset register drawn up the Clerk and noted updated rebuilding costs for the Village Hall and the Sports and Social Club showing that current insured values were adequate. RESOLVED: to approve the bill for £600 for the revaluation of the two buildings. Funds to come from the insurance budget.

Spending Power: Local Government Act 1972 s111.
A query was raised under ‘Mowers and Machinery’ as there may also be a three way gang mower that has not been included. The Clerk will investigate and report back.

There were some items that appeared to be under insured when compared to values and the Clerk will investigate what the additional premium would be to rectify this.

	028/11
	ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2011

a) Internal Auditors Report.

Members noted the internal auditors report which highlighted the following points:

 - No spending power exists to allow the purchase of gifts for individuals.

- Insurance values do not correspond to the asset register.

- Charity balances to be separated from Parish Council funds and not reported in future Annual Returns.

These points have already been addressed with an updated asset register in the format suggested by the Auditor approved by the Council today and Charity funds having already been separated onto separate accounts during April 2011.

b) Annual Return

RESOLVED: to approve the Annual Return as correct for signature by the Chairman, including Section 2 Annual Governance Statement.

	029/11
	SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

a) Sub Committee

RESOLVED: to set up a sub committee to manage all aspects of the Sports and Social Club and bring it back under the direct control of the Parish Council. The Chairman of the Committee will be Howard Gilbert and Stephen Whybrow would also be invited to join. Three councillors would also sit on the committee, Councillor Brentnall, Councillor Lawrence and Councillor Pugh.

It was further RESOLVED that the sub committee would be delegated the power to act on all matters affecting the Sports and Social Club including the building, and that it would have delegated powers to spend up to £3,000 per month without reference to Full Council, however, all spending would be reported back to Full Council on a monthly basis. Spending decisions will be subject to the same rules as existing and would have to be made via a published agenda and meeting of the sub-committee.

The proposal would be likely to involve the Sports and Social Club closing their bank accounts and all monies to come directly to the Parish Council in future, the details of which, will be looked at, in the future.
b) Priority Electrical work needed
Members considered a quote for electrical work needed in the Sports and Social Club building and 

RESOLVED: to approve the priority work detailed which consisted of emergency lighting £700, mains smoke detectors £300 and mains earthing. The remaining work estimated at £920, would need a further two quotes for comparison purposes before this could be considered.

c) Bill for electrical work
RESOLVED: to approve a bill for £330 for emergency electrical work undertaken to date.

Spending Powers: Local Government (Misc. Provisions Act 1976 s19)

Funds to come from the Sports and Social Club Budget.
d) Portable Flood lights

Mr Gilbert explained that the purchase of portable floodlights would help management of the playing field as presently, training can only take place at the top end of the field where there is lighting. Portable floodlights would allow the training to be rotated around all areas of the field helping overall condition and maintenance of the surface. There were some concerns about light pollution to nearby residents and also noise from the lights themselves and it was agreed that some restrictions should be placed on the teams using the lights to keep any inconvenience to a minimum.

RESOLVED: to seek grant funding for the lights expected to cost around £6,000.

	030/11
	PLANNING

Members considered the following application submitted to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED: to make comments as detailed below.

110941 51 Straight Road Boxted – Change of use of agricultural land for B1 storage.  RECOMMEND REFUSAL – exact wording to be provided by Councillor McLauchlan.
110936 The Wig and Fidget Straight Road Boxted – Proposed demolition of public house and formation of single detached dwelling. 
In the view of Boxted Parish Council, the five bedroom house proposed for this site is still too large scale, and is not in-keeping with the style of housing in the immediate area along Straight Road. A slightly smaller scale construction would be looked upon more favourably by the Parish Council.
110925 Nethergong Work House Hill Boxted – Rear ground floor extension, addition of first floor and internal alterations.                                                                                                               NO COMMENT

	031/11
	COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION ON GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY

RESOLVED to respond as follows:
Boxted PC broadly welcomes the Green Strategy proposals and commends CBC generally for its Green Initiatives. There are two basic principles to Boxted’s Green Strategy, and our response to these proposals:
 - To maintain the A 12 “buffer” to any further urban sprawl North of Colchester; 

 - To extend the Dedham Vale AONB to encompass the whole of the villages of Boxted and Gt Horkesley,     

    and to extend same West to at least Bures.
These objectives have been raised on numerous occasions with the Borough Council, and in the local press.

	032/11
	ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

RESOLVED: to approve the following annual subscriptions:

a) Campaign to Protect Rural England £29

b) Essex Playing Fields Association £25

c) Colchester Association of Local Councils £35

d) Dedham Vale Society £50 (five year subscription)

Spending power: Local Government Act 1972 s111.

Funds to come from the subscriptions budget.

	033/11
	GRANT FUNDING

RESOLVED: to approve grant funding of a maximum of £100 to allow for the typing of recorded memories of former Boxted Primary School pupils which would then be used for Village Archives, the History Group and the School.

Spending Power: Local Government Act1972  s137.

Funds to come from s137 budget.

	034/11
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Clerk provided the following update: 
Bank balances at 31 May 2011 as follows:

Boxted Parish Council Current Account


13235.64

Boxted Parish Council Business Reserve


    302.77

Boxted Parish Council Close Brothers Investment

32003.68

BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL TOTAL FUNDS HELD








45542.09
CAMPING CLOSE

Business Instant Access




 9547.03

6 month fixed term deposit




10000.00

12 month fixed term deposit




35000.00

COIF funds 198 unit holding  - value at 31/3/11

  2008.83

CAMPING CLOSE TOTAL FUNDS HELD

56555.86

Full bank reconciliation has not yet been possible as the Boxted Parish Council statements for April 2011 have not been received and the bank are arranging for duplicates to be sent.

Budget analysis for the first quarter of this financial year April – June will be available at July meeting.

VAT has been reclaimed for the period 1st January 2010 – 31st March 2010 and 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011 totalling £2362.95 and this will show on the Parish Council current account balances by next month.

Claims made to Cory Environmental £4295 and Community Initiatives Fund £2500 for promised grant funding towards the Youth Shelter which was installed late 2010, so further £6795 should also show on the Parish Council current account by next month.

	035/11
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices as detailed below,  cheque numbers 000856 - 000867 inclusive totalling £2498.68, for signature by Councillor McLauchlan and Councillor Pugh in accordance with the bank mandate. 
CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

Other info

000856

Mrs D Humphris

563.03

563.03

June salary

000857

Guildhall Services

 109.20

18.20

91

May play area safety checks/locks for gates

000858

Accent Stationers

  41.01

5.19

 35.82

Stationery

000859

Mr R Andrews

135.45

135.45

Grasscutting April/May

000860

Mr R Andrews

5.99

1.00

4.99

Strimmer cord

000861

Mr B Took

575

575

Painting Play equipment

000862

Future Electrical

330

55

275

SSC Electrical work

For approval agenda item 7 (c)

000863

CPRE

29

29

Annual subs

Agenda item 13(a)

000864

EPFA

25

25

Annual subs

Agenda item 13 (b)

000865

CALC

35

35

Annual subs

Agenda item 13 (c)

000866

Dedham Vale Society

50

50

Subscription (5 years)

Agenda item 13 (d)

000867

Boydens

600

100

500

Village Hall and SSC revaluations

Agreed May 2011.

TOTAL
2498.68
179.39

2319.29



	036/11
	LOCAL TRANSPORT

Councillor Doolin advised that negotiations were still ongoing with Horizon and with contracts due to be awarded in July it was hoped that Boxted would see a much improved service later in the year.

	037/11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th July 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm

CHAIRMAN                                                                              DATE
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