BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Annual Statutory Meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2011 at 7.30pm pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman:            

Councillor T Brentnall
Vice Chairman:

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan

Councillors:
Councillor Ms R Cryer, Councillor B Grant, Councillor H Large, Councillor S Lawrence, Councillor G Pugh, Councillor D Thomas.

The Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs D Humphris

Also present: Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman and two members of the public.                        
	001/11
	APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR MAY 2011 – MAY 2012

RESOLVED: that Councillor T Brentnall be appointed Chairman.

	002/11
	APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR MAY 2011 – MAY 2012

RESOLVED: that Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan be appointed Vice Chairman.

	003/11
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor Mrs T Doolin.

	004/11
	DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND REGISTER OF INTERESTS.

The Clerk received completed Declarations from the newly elected councillors and up to date Register of Interests forms duly completed.

	005/11
	CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

RESOLVED: to co-opt Mr H Large, Mr S Lawrence, Mr G Pugh and Mr D Thomas to the four vacant seats on the Council. The Clerk received a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and a completed Register of Interests from co-opted councillors.

	006/11
	ALLOCATION  OF AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR MAY 2011 – MAY 2012

RESOLVED: that no changes would be made to the allocation from last year except that Ros Cryer would take over Planning from retired councillor Liz Bazeley.

	007/11
	BANK SIGNATORIES

RESOLVED: that bank signatories should be as follows. Councillor McLauchlan, Councillor Pugh, Councillor Brentnall, Councillor Cryer and the Clerk to the Council who needs signing rights to be able to liase with the Bank. Payment instructions to be two out of any the five signatories detailed.

	008/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	009/11
	THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13th APRIL 2011      RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously circulated) as a true record for      
signature by the Chairman.

	010/11
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None

	011/11
	BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman distributed the latest copy of Dedham Vale News and advised members that planning issues were currently dominating with the Planning Committee meeting due for the Buntings application and with the current application for Cuckoo Farm Park and Ride.

Councillor Chapman gave members a brief outline of a new Colchester Borough Council consultation document relating to Green Infrastructure which will be placed on the June agenda for formal comments by the Council.

	012/11
	STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were reviewed and it was RESOLVED: to formally adopt the draft documents presented by the Clerk with no amendments.

a) Reference Standing order number 2 j (xiv)   - the Council considered its Complaint Procedures and RESOLVED to approve  the document presented by the Clerk.

b) Reference standing order number 2 j (xvi)  it was RESOLVED the media policy would allow all or any councillors and/or the Clerk to speak to the press/media if called upon to do so.     

	013/11
	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION POLICY

The Freedom of Information Policy was reviewed and it was RESOLVED: to formally adopt the draft document presented by the Clerk.

	014/11
	ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT
Members reviewed this document and agreed to implement recommendations with regards to regular back up of  electronic documents to a memory stick to be kept by the Chairman and agreed that a six monthly internal audit should be carried out, which the Clerk would diarise and remind councillors to undertake as appropriate. It was RESOLVED to adopt the document as presented by the Clerk.

	015/11
	INTERNAL AUDIT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31/3/11

a) Appointment of Auditor
RESOLVED: to approve Heelis and Lodge, the usual auditors to undertake the internal audit.

b) Review of the effectiveness of internal Control
RESOLVED: to approve the document presented by the Clerk confirming that current arrangements are

 effective.

c) Schedule of Works for the Internal Auditor

RESOLVED: to approve the schedule of works presented by the Clerk which covers all necessary areas

for internal audit with the addition of checking that adequate insurance is in place.

	016/11
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows:

Sports and Social Club – Big Lottery Grant Application turned down. Howard Gilbert is considering what happens from here and will be considering alternative proposals to put before the Council ASAP.

Football Nets – the ladies footballers have agreed to take down the goal nets after every game.
Fencing – awaiting quotes for new fencing alongside the old pre-school area to remedy the finger trap hazard with existing gates.

Vehicle Activated Sign – Speed survey needs to be undertaken to assess eligibility for a sign. Need a suggestion re suitable siting and times for the speed survey. It was agreed that it should sited on Straight Road where the existing ‘traffic counting’ survey is being undertaken and the Clerk would liase with Essex County Council Highways to organise this.
Allotments – Mr Haig the owner of Noakes Farm has confirmed that at the present time they definitely do not wish to allow any of their land to be used as allotments.

Camping Close – The owners of the old school have confirmed that they will be putting fencing up along the boundary of their property and the car park. Langham with Boxted PCC have submitted a planning application to clear the land and remove trees. New quotes to be obtained for the clearance work which will now only go back as far as the existing line of the cemetery. Camping Close funds have now been separated from Parish Council funds with new investment and deposit accounts opened at Lloyds Bank.
Annual Safety Inspections – historically this has just included the actual play equipment but insurers require an annual inspection of all of the relevant play areas so the Clerk asked Anglia Inspection Services who carry out these inspections to provide an additional report to include: goalposts, youth shelter, fencing, gates around the play area and the BMX Track.
Boxted Transport Needs Assessment – Danny Douglas of RCCE has reported that he is actioning all points as detailed on the last minutes. It was agreed that £3900 remaining of the allocated grant funding, should be retained at  RCCE for the time being, to be spent as appropriate when needed.
Public Sector Mapping Agreement – Boxted PC now signed up to this free government scheme for the licensing and provision of Ordnance Survey data as and when need

Asset Revaluation for Insurance purposes -  The Clerk has obtained two quotes for revaluations of the Sports and Social Club and the Village Hall one for £1100 and one for £500. It was agreed that these were necessary and that Boydens who had quoted £500 would be instructed accordingly.

Neighbourhood Police Team The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by PC Underwood who has recently taken over from PC Vicki Sanders and is based at Copford Police Station. He has advised that he is intending to come to the June meeting to formally introduce himself to the Council.

	017/11
	ANNUAL PLAY INSPECTIONS

a) Members noted receipt of the Annual Play Equipment Inspection which did not highlight any major remedial action needed.

b) RESOLVED: to approve payment of the invoice of £234 for the Play Inspection report.

	018/11
	PLANNING

Members considered the following application submitted to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED: to make comments as detailed below.

110754 and 110755 (LBC) 1 Thrift Cottages, Straight Road, Boxted

Two storey side extension single storey rear extension, internal and external alterations and re thatching (long straw like for like)                                                    NO COMMENT
110756 and 110757 (LBC) 2 Thrift Cottages Straight Road Boxted

Two storey rear extension single storey rear extension, internal and external alterations and re-thatching (long straw like for like)
           Councillor Cryer detailed concerns about no articulation break and the plan to extend the thatch roof    

           rather than differentiate with plain tiles, as well as concern about a large stretch of brick wall with  

           only one small window. It was RESOLVED: that comments on these matters should be highlighted
           to Colchester Borough Council and that Councillor Cryer would prepare a form of wording for 

           forwarding to the Clerk to be sent to Colchester Borough Council.

	019/11
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Clerk advised that she is in the process of preparing end of year accounts and a full update would follow at the June meeting.

	020/11
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices as detailed below,  cheque numbers 101283 - 101290 inclusive totalling £1950.08, for signature by Councillor McLauchlan and Councillor Pugh in accordance with the bank mandate. 
CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

000849

Mrs D Humphris

562.83

562.83

May salary

000850

Mrs D Humphris

5.94

5.94

Postages

000851

Guildhall Services

 60

10

50

April play area safety checks/strimming and weed control

000852

Accent Stationers

 3.55

0.59

 2.96

Stationery

000853

David Isted

120

20

100

Village Hall Hedge Cutting

000854

Anglia Inspection Services

234

39

195

Annual Safety Inspection Play Equipment

TOTAL

986.32

69.59

916.73



	021/11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 8th June 2011 at 7.0pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm
CHAIRMAN                                                                              DATE
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