BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011 at 7.00pm pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman:            



Vice Chairman:

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan (Acting as Chairman)

Councillors:
Councillor B Grant, Councillor H Large, Councillor D Thomas, Councillor Mrs R Cryer, Councillor S Lawrence.

The Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs D Humphris

Also present: Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman, The Chairman of the Board of Governors St

Peters School, Mr C Tadman and one other member of the public.                      
	050/11
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor Brentnall, Councillor Mrs T Doolin and Councillor G Pugh

	051/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

	052/11
	THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13th July 2011      

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously circulated) as a true record for      
signature by the Chairman.

	053/11
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None

	054/11
	BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Nothing specific to report other than items already included on the agenda.

	055/11
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows: Youth Shelter – Grant Funding now received as follows:

Corey Environmental £4295

Essex County Council CIF  £1596

Colchester Borough Council CIF £904

Playground – Bird mess on the equipment is becoming a problem. Will obtain quotes for plastic spikes to be installed on top bars to stop the birds sitting there. Also, the playground perimeter fence is unstable and needs to be repaired. Quotes being obtained.

Tree Works: Notification received from Colchester Borough Council of impending tree work in Boxted  - two trees to be felled and replaced with new tree in Winter.

Anglian Water -  No water bill invoices have been sent to either the SSC or the Village Hall since March 2010. Despite extensive searching through the files handed over the Clerk has been unable to find any accurate meter readings or the basis for previous charges. The respective meters are now being read monthly so that accurate apportionment of the bill can be made with effect from the next bill due in December 2011. Calculations are being made for back dated payments from SSC and Village Hall based on pro rata apportionment of bills prior to March 2010 as no accurate meter readings can be found and the situation will be explained to them. The meter reading situation has been further complicated by the fact that all brand new meters were installed in May 2011.

Sports and Social Club

Various information and advice has been collated with regards to the legalities of the ongoing management of the SSC including running the bar and licensing requirements. It is expected that proposals will be looked at by Howard and Tim over the coming month for consideration at the October meeting.

Planning – 
Application No: CC/COL/17/11 Cuckoo Farm Mile End – Park and Ride – PERMISSION GRANTED

Application number 110754 Withdrawn and Application number 110941 withdrawn
Applications dealt with under Clerk’s delegated powers in Summer Break
111355 and 111356      Thatchers Mill Road Boxted – installation of solar panels – NO COMMENTS.

	056/11
	COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL REVENUE GRANT FUNDING CUTS

The Clerk gave members brief details on the background to the existing Revenue Support Grants provided by Colchester Borough Council which have been in existence since the Local Government re-structure in 1974. This revenue grant was cut in half in the 2011/2012 financial year with a view to it being completely phased out next year. As a result of a consultation document sent out by Councillor Tina Dopson during the summer months, Messing Cum Inworth Parish Council arranged a meeting attended by Councillor Dopson and many of the Colchester parish Councils that would be affected by these cuts. Councillor Dopson’s original proposal was that parish councils would receive the 2012/2013 revenue support grant subject to being able to prove that a voluntary sector partner was being included in the delivery of local services, with other ‘Big Society’ criteria also needing to be met, with all grant allocation moving to a bidding process in 2013/2014. As a result of the Messing meeting, where the strength of feeling against such proposals was vehement, Councillor Dopson agreed that funding for 2012/2013 would remain unchanged and that a working party of 5 town/parish councillors selected by CALC would look at ways forward thereafter. 

After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the Clerk and the Vice Chairman be delegated responsibility for preparing a letter to send to Councillor Dopson objecting to the proposals along the same lines as our objections to the original cuts last year.

	057/11
	PROPOSAL TO EMPOWER LOCAL COUNCILS  (PLANNING) – LEISTON CUM SIZEWELL

Members considered a request to add this Council’s support to a proposal made by Leiston cum Sizewell council, that would enable local councils to insist that major developers:

a) attended council meetings to answer questions about planning applications if a council so wishes;

b) b) provide resources to enable councils to assess their applications with a professional critique of their evidence.

After discussion it was agreed that this was a good idea in principle but had to be subject to a degree of reasonableness and it was RESOLVED to advise the campaign organiser accordingly.

	058/11
	BOXTED PRIMARY SCHOOL
Members were disappointed to note that the proposals to increase pupil numbers have been approved despite the Council’s objections.

Pre-application plans have been submitted to the Council, by the architects for comment prior to the submission of full plans being submitted to Essex County Council. Whilst issues about traffic etc. around the school and the impact on Straight Road were still key, councillors agreed that these needed to be emphasised when full plans were presented for consideration and therefore agreed that they had no comment to make at this stage, on the Architects plans.

	059/11
	ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2011

The accounts have now been signed off by the external auditors and members were pleased to note a ‘clean’ audit with no recommendations or actions needed.

	060/11
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Clerk provided the following update: 

Bank balances at 31 August as follows:

Boxted Parish Council Current Account


18187.24
Boxted Parish Council Business Reserve


    302.80
Boxted Parish Council Close Brothers Investment

32083.03

BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL TOTAL FUNDS HELD £50573.07
CAMPING CLOSE
Business Instant Access




 9568.27
6 month fixed term deposit




10000.00

12 month fixed term deposit




35000.00

COIF funds 198 unit holding  - value at 31/3/11

  2008.83

CAMPING CLOSE TOTAL FUNDS HELD

£56577.10
Unreconciled cheques total £155.99which leaves funds currently under the control of the Parish Council totalling £104,985.35
These balances include funds received for grant monies re the Youth Shelter as per the Clerks Report and a refund of 329 received from CPRE re this year’s subscription paid twice in error.

Budget analysis for the period April – August shows payments running within budget of £22025 for the full year with expenditure to date of  £12572.64
Discounting grant income, income is running within budget of £19705 with the send half year precept payment (£8286.50) and parish support grant (£1241) due imminently.

	061/11
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices as detailed below,  cheque numbers 000881 - 000886 inclusive totalling £1022.48, for signature by Councillor McLauchlan and Councillor Cryer in accordance with the bank mandate. 

CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

Other info

000881

Mrs D Humphris

562.83

562.83

September salary

000882

Guildhall Services

  48

 8

40

Play area checks June

000883

Accent Stationers

   32.13

 3.71

 28.42

Stationery

000884

Mr R Andrews

207.90

207.90

Grasscutting July/August

000885

RCCE

 55

 55

Annual subscription

Approved July 2011 min no. 046/11

000886

Anglian Water

116.62

116.62

Water Bill



	062/11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th October 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm

CHAIRMAN                                                                              DATE
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