BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex.

Present:

Chairman:            

Councillor T Brentnall
Vice Chairman:

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan 

Councillors:
Councillor B Grant, , Councillor D Thomas, Councillor Mrs R Cryer, Councillor Mrs T Doolin and Councillor G Pugh.
The Clerk to the Council: 
Mrs D Humphris

Also present: Essex County Councillor Anne Brown, Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman, Chairman 

Boxted Sports and Social Club Howard Gilbert.                  
	063/11
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor Lawrence and Councillor Large.

	064/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chairman Councillor T Brentnall declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 10, planning application relating to Vine Cottage Cooks Hill Boxted.

	065/11
	THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14th September  2011      

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously circulated) as a true record for      
signature by the Chairman.

	066/11
	QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

None

	067/11
	BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Nothing specific to report other than items already included on the agenda.

	068/11
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows:

. Charity of Thomas Love – General Benefit of the Poor of Boxted

Grassroots Colchester and Tendring Community Trust have now confirmed that they are happy to take over administration of this charity. Funds totalling approximately £5k will be held in a restricted account to be used only for the charity’s original aims and local groups and organisations will be able to apply to them for the funds. The trustees have been two local residents for many years and they have used the funds to give poor widows in the parish a Christmas gift of £10 per year but being totally reliant on local knowledge and with no set down criteria grassroots would not be able to continue this tradition. They have suggested that an organisation such as the PCC could apply for a grant from them to distribute in this way. The Clerk will write to the existing trustees as the PC have no involvement in this charity at all and ask them if they wish to proceed on this basis. If so, as the Charity has been de-registered from the Charities Commission they can simply close the bank accounts and transfer the funds across.

Sports and Social Club – Grant for Floodlights
An expression of Interest form has been completed for ECC Big Society Fund and they have indicated that the application would qualify under the existing scheme so a full grant application is to be submitted. The outcome will be known in February 2012 which is when the next judging panel sit.
Revenue Grant Funding 

Letter drafted by the Clerk and approved by Councillors Brentnall and McLauchlan as per details of the September meeting and forwarded to Councillor Dopson.

	069/11
	SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB

a) Quotations for electrical works

After some discussion and debate about whether or not the existing Sports and Social Club should contribute to this bill,  it was RESOLVED: to approve the quote of £      from Future Electrical and give approval for the work to go ahead.

b) Matters relating to dissolving Sports and Social Club and handing back control to the Parish Council.

There was detailed discussion about the mechanics of closing down the Sports and Social Club and how the Parish Council would subsequently manage the maintenance and use of the building and playing fields thereafter.

It was finally RESOLVED as follows:

i) Bar and Licensing

that the Parish Council would seek to set up a company limited by guarantee of £1 with the Parish Council as the sole guarantor, for the purposes of managing the bar and the premises licence (subject to confirmation from the National Association of Local Councils that it is legal for the Council to act in this way).

ii) Dissolving of existing Sports and Social Club

Mr Gilbert will call a meeting of the Sports and Social Club to formally dissolve the existing club and all funds currently held (approximately £4k) would be passed back to the Parish Council, to be ring fenced for use on the club.

iii)Ongoing management

 that future issues relating to the Sports and Social Club would be managed as an agenda item at Full Council meetings rather than setting up a formal sub committee.

Mr Gilbert advised that he would not be continuing as Chairman after April 2012, as he hopes that he will have achieved his aims of putting the Sports and Social Club back on a secure footing for the future by that time.

	070/11
	CAMPING CLOSE CAR PARK

Members considered three quotes for the work need at the Camping Close site to change the use into a car park and RESOLVED to accept the lowest quote of £                 with the work to be completed as soon as possible.

	071/11
	BOXTED PRIMARY SCHOOL

Members considered the plans submitted to Essex County Council for building works to accommodate the increase to pupil numbers and had few comments about the building plans, but re-iterated previous concerns about lighting and the increased traffic in the village which would be generated by increased pupil numbers, as well as ongoing concerns about the traffic speeding down Straight Road. County Councillor Anne Brown advised that the application would be going to Committee at Essex County Council on 28th October and that whilst she would be attending she felt it would be beneficial for a member of the Parish Council to also attend to put the Parish Council’s point of view. Councillor Brown advised that we should have some clear plans as to what we would like in terms of things that could be provided by S106 agreements should the plans be approved. After much discussion it was agreed that Councillor Cryer and Councillor Thomas would prepare a response representing the Council’s views.

	072/11
	CLERK’S SALARY

RESOLVED: to approve an increase to SCP 30 with effect from 1st November 2011, inline with the agreement referred to in minute number 009/10 for six monthly upward reviews to April 2012.

	073/11
	FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Clerk provided the following update: 

Bank balances at 30 September as follows:

Boxted Parish Council Current Account


26591.27
Boxted Parish Council Business Reserve


    302.81
Boxted Parish Council Close Brothers Investment

32083.03
BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL TOTAL FUNDS HELD £58977.11
CAMPING CLOSE
Business Instant Access




 9568.60
6 month fixed term deposit




10000.00

12 month fixed term deposit




35000.00

COIF funds 198 unit holding  - value at 31/3/11

  2008.83

CAMPING CLOSE TOTAL FUNDS HELD

£56577.43
Unreconciled cheques total £55 which leaves funds currently under the control of the Parish Council totalling £115,499.54. Balances include a VAT refund to 30th September 2011 of £480.46 and the second half year instalment of Parish Support Grant and Precept totalling £9527.50.

Budget analysis for the period April – September shows payments running within budget of £22025 for the full year with expenditure to date of  £13583.41
Discounting grant income, income is running within budget of £19705 with total funds received to date totalling £27877.25

	074/11
	PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED (unanimously) to approve the payment of invoices as detailed below,  cheque numbers 000887 - 000894 inclusive totalling £2010.33, for signature by Councillor McLauchlan and Councillor Cryer in accordance with the bank mandate. 

CHEQUE NO

PAYEE

GROSS

VAT

NET

DETAILS

Other info

000887

Mrs D Humphris

562.83

562.83

October salary

000888

Inland Revenue

530.92

530.92

Q2 PAYE

000889

Guildhall Services

 287.64

47.94

239.70

Play area checks July August, Sept new swing and see saw seats

000890

Mr R Andrews

69.30

69.30

Grasscutting Sept

000891

British Telecom

12.61

12,61

Quarterly telephone bill

000892

Audit Commission

342

57

285

External auditors fees

000893

L Gamage

61.75

61.75

Typing village memories from recordings

Approved min no. 033/11 June 2011

000894

McLauchlans

143.28

11.63

131.65

Diesel/hawthorn planting and labour

Cheque signed by Councillor Pugh.

TOTAL

2010.33
116.57
1893.76


	075/11
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillor Brentnall left the meeting having declared a personal and prejudicial  interest in the planning application relating to Vine Cottage and the Vice Chairman, Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan took the Chair.
Members considered the following planning applications submitted to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED: to pass the following comment to all applications : NO OBJECTIONS.

111877 – Oakwood Queens Head Road Boxted – Replace existing conservatory with a single storey extension.

111846 & 111847 (LBC) – 1 Thrift Cottages Straight Road Boxted – Re-instatement of dwelling house following fire and single storey extensions to rear and side elevations.

111798 & 111804 (LBC) – Vine Cottage Cooks Hill Boxted. Demolition of modern kitchen, chimney stack and back porch. Construction of new single storey extensions dining hall and glass link. Replace flat roofs with pitch tiled roofs. New catslide lean-to porch over main entrance

	076/11
	WINTER GRITTING/SALT BAGS

Concerns were raised about the lack of salt/gritting at Queens Head Road during the winter, where there have been several accidents. Councillor Brown advised members of Essex County Council’s salt bag pilot scheme whereby a one tonne bag of salt could be delivered for use locally and Councillor McLauchlan advised that she felt the residents close to this corner may be happy to store the salt and spread it in this area. She would check if this was the case and advise the Clerk before 14th October which is the cut off date so that the necessary arrangements could be made.

	077/11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th November 2011 at 7.00pm at Boxted Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting.
CHAIRMAN                                                                              DATE
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